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We have to think about the fact that a tiny and invisible virus made the whole globalized 

world to “get down on their knees” in their usual everyday lives for some long months. 

Even the worldly economists, politicians and sociologists have been meditating on how 

vulnerable, defenceless and therefore easily hurt the global liberal world of today is. 

Each country is suffering tremendous material loss and human sacrifices during the time 

of pandemic, most of all the so called developed west. Many people say that we have to 

learn from it and we cannot continue where we had left earlier.  

Even in church circles, we can hear voices saying this pandemic points out the weakness 

of the churches. It is worth to draw the conclusions and there will be things that should 

be done in a different way in the future.  

The great question is what God thinks about this pandemic? If we want to act according 

to the will of God, then it is important to learn His will in this situation. When I was 

before the Lord, He pointed out two things for me.  

One of them is the Egyptian plagues and the other one is a verse from the message to 

the Philadelphian church. In Revelations 3:10, the Lord says the following to the holy 

and righteous church according to God’s heart:  

 

“Because you have kept the word of my patience, I also will keep you from the hour of 

temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the 

earth.” 

 

The question may arise in many people’s mind whether this pandemic is a plague by 

God or may it possibly be a blessing, too? Who is the source or what can be the purpose 

of such a plague? If we look at all the material loss and the human sacrifices all over the 

world, then on one hand, we see that it is a real plague. The source of tribulation and 

death is always the devil but God sometimes allows the devil to do things in order to 

convict and test some things through them. The plagues sent to Egypt also caused a 

tremendous harm in Egypt at that time, and it was a judgement of God. However, there 

was another side of these plagues, which were a blessing for God’s chosen people, the 

Israelites, for whom they meant freedom from slavery. Just as God judged the arrogant 

and prideful Pharaoh who considered himself a god, God judges the arrogant and self-

important humankind who consider themselves equal to God even today, and He proves 

to them that He is the Lord over the events that take place in the world. God humiliates 

the arrogant “lords” of the world just as He did with the Pharaoh, so that even a tiny 

virus can make mankind, who consider themselves “almighty” and equal to God, get 

down on their knees. It is a great question how much the world will learn from this 

situation. Will they change their minds, that is, will there be real conversions and 

repentances? Maybe there will be some who recognize now that man is not the lord of 

everything but there is a greater Almighty God, who is Lord over everything. This 
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situation will result in some changes in the world for sure but not as much as it should. 

By no means will worldly people give up their original purpose. They will only refine 

their methods and mankind will carry on rushing towards the end, towards his own 

destruction, as it is written in the Scriptures. We saw this in case of the Pharaoh, as well, 

who was broken for a moment by the death of his own sown, so he let the Israelites go, 

but then his heart hardened again and started to chase them fiercely. However, he could 

not avoid his fate either, because he found his death with all his soldiers in the same sea 

that had been separated by God for the Israelites to help them escape.  

The question is what Christians are learning from this situation.  

The question is how strong both believers’ and unbelievers’ affection is for the usual 

things and whether they will be willing to let a lot of things go which the present 

situation points out: as life continues on another level even now, although this 

pandemic has eliminated many elements from the present system and has brought in 

new ones.  

From the above verse, we can see that God allows (i. e. it is in His will) various tests 

and trials to come and judge all the nations of the world but we can also see that 

those who are in the will of the Lord, i.e. those who walk in holiness and 

righteousness, are kept and saved by God even in time of misery.  

It is good and comforting to see that the holy and the righteous do not suffer any loss 

during the plagues. The Lord wants those who have departed from Him and become 

slaves of the world by living a fake Christianity to recognize that there are true believers 

whom they should align with.  

“Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are 

not, but do lie; behold, I will make them to come and worship before your feet, and to 

know that I have loved you.” (Revelations 3:9) 

It is obvious that God wants to use this pandemic, which tests the whole world, to convict 

the false Christianity and to guide them towards the right direction. He wants to free 

them from the “captivity” of the world and lead them to the full freedom in Christ, so 

that they can live a truly holy and righteous life in Christ.  

What changes has this situation brought in the life of the churches, or in other words 

what are those things that God has convicted by the present situation? Believers had 

assembled earlier in expensive institutes (cathedrals, temples and church buildings) for 

some hours every week, watching one another’s back and without experiencing a real 

fellowship, listening to a preacher speaking a message. However, now all these things 

are eliminated, the expensive institutes are standing empty, believers “are compelled” 

to stay at home and experience fellowship in a more personal way: in little groups in 

their homes using the opportunities offered by the Internet.  

What does God want to teach the believers with this? He wants to call our attention to 

the number of unnecessary things that spoil the effectiveness of living the Christian life 

and also to the blessings of the shortcomings they can gain through this. Let us recognize 



3 

 

that this situation is not a kind of emergency, which we should be free from as soon as 

possible, and get back to the state that God has now cut out. We need to recognize what 

is really necessary out of all these things to live an effective Christian life. A lot of 

people wish the life of the Church would be as dynamical as the life of the first churches 

had been and have as great an influence to the world to “turn the world upside down” as 

then. Let us recognize that God has now eliminated from the life of the churches the 

things which did not exist back then, and He wants to guide the life of the churches back 

to the path that existed in the first generation. In the time of the first generation there 

were no special and expensive establishments (cathedrals, temples, church buildings) at 

all for experiencing the church life. Believers basically assembled together in small 

groups in their homes, and from time to time they met in bigger groups, as well, at 

suitable places – if it was possible at all during the persecutions – but very often only in 

secret. The apostles sent letters to the churches, which they circulated among themselves 

and read them out before the church and so the church life was prospering. In today’s 

terms, the internet service can be compared somewhat to the epistles of the apostles. To 

listen to God’s word today, believers do not need to assemble in expensive and rarely 

used buildings, sitting and watching one another’s back.  

God convicted the plenty and unnecessary movements, the expensive institutions 

through the present situation. However, He valued the role of homes, families, little 

fellowships through staying at home obligatorily. It is similar to the life of the first 

churches, when believers assembled together in their homes regularly. It is 

important to notice this and learn from it! Believers do not have to take an 

unnecessary burden on themselves which only binds them and keeps them captive 

because God called us to be free in Christ to live a holy and righteous life and thereby 

showing an example with our own lives to our families first of all and then to our 

neighbourhood. This educates us to be authentic Christians, whereas big assemblies 

teach us only hypocrisy. Believers must not think of the present situation that it is 

an abnormal emergency situation, which we need to escape from as soon as possible 

and return to the usual church life. Not, not at all. The normal state of the Church 

is namely this present situation and if the Church does not learn from it, then they 

will end up like the Pharaoh and his army: rushing to their own destruction.    

The world and the Church are not friends but each other’s enemies according to the 

Scriptures because the prince of the world is Satan, whereas the Lord of the believers is 

Christ. The world will always persecute the true Church, the true believers. Jesus stated 

this clearly: “If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you” (John 15:20). The 

normal state of the true Church is not friendship with the world but the persecuted state, 

experiencing fellowship in believers’ homes, very often without big assemblies together. 

The homes of the believers are the melting-pots of living the Christian life, where there 

is no place for hypocrisy, only for deep, sincere from heart to heart relationships as we 

read in the Scriptures that they were “of one heart and of one soul” (Acts 4:32).  

It is not a good attitude of believers and especially of church leaders to wait for this 

“terrible” state to end as soon as possible. They should make use of the suitable time to 
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do useful things that they did not have time for earlier. Many believers complain about 

the busy tread-wheel they have to live in and not having enough time for important 

things. Now, this is a good occasion. The Lord has given us enough opportunity to calm 

down and experience a deeper fellowship with Him, to hear His voice and to build 

relationships within marriages and families now which we did not have time for earlier 

but which are very essential. Maybe brothers and sisters in the church will get to know 

each other better and develop a desire to continue like this and not to give up the 

blessings of living fellowship in homely groups in the future. The Church is not an 

institute. It is not like a school or a theatre where “actors” play their roles, whom the 

Scriptures call hypocrites, but the Church is God’s family. It is like a family: straight, 

alive, simple, without any frills, where there is no place for unnecessary rituals, 

theatricality, and pulpits. These would all work ridiculous in a family meeting. Instead 

of going to the pulpit and declaring great scriptural truths, the father teaches his own 

children how to live the word in practical life simply and naturally, with his own 

example and guide, referring to the actual Bible verses. He teaches his own children and 

later maybe some other people who the Lord entrusts him with – if the Lord wants to 

entrust him with more.   

Even the worldly thinkers keep saying that we should meditate on the issue later on, 

whether we need so many expensive offices and work places because it is obvious from 

the experience of the time of pandemic that working from home is much more effective 

and flexible; not to mention the fact that it is more natural, humanitarian and family-

friendly. If homes became the centres of everyday life again and they were not only 

places to sleep at, we would live a life of higher quality.  

We can only hope that what the world has already recognized, will be recognized by the 

believers, as well. It is a question whether the personal interest of church leaders and 

servants such as salary, reputation, lodging paid by the church, would be a bigger 

temptation that would make them and the believers in their neighbourhood return to the 

old pathways of church life instead of learning from the opportunity offered by God. It 

would be sad because now is the time for examining, convicting, converting and 

changing. God will always give us opportunities to repent and change but if somebody 

cannot learn from them but harden their hearts, then they will be judged and they will 

rush to their own destruction like the Pharaoh and all the followers.  

May the Lord provide understandings, awakenings, repentances in the life of especially 

church leaders but also of believers who are following false practices now.  
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